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ridiculed as out - of - date superstitions. The
other tendency is to endeavour to strengthen
the weak religious element of Confucianism, and
to worship either Confucius himself or one
personal God. Judged by the analogy of the
revival of other Asiatic religions, it is probable
that we shall soon hear that the essence of
Confucianism is the Fatherhood of God and
the brotherhood of man, while large elements
of Christianity will be appropriated and claimed
as Confucian in origin or spirit. This is what
has already taken place in the revival of
Buddhism and Hinduism in other parts of
Asia.

The President, observing the recent alarming
growth of immorality and licence, coupled with
revolutionary tendencies, lias endeavoured to
strengthen the religious basis of national life.
He has accordingly revived the worship of
Confucius and made Confucianism the recognized
basis of national ethics. It should be clearly
understood, however, that up to the date of
writing Confucianism has never been made the
State religion. In the edict of February 7,
1914, the late President said: " The wor-
ship of Heaven and the worship of Confucius
are officially authorized to be performed by
the President or his deputy, by the provincial
governors or their deputies, and by all people